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PASPALUMPLACEBy IAN WARDEN

Butdo youknow
anyonewho's
actuallyseenany
organisedcrime?
I HAVEneverattended

a con-

ferenceabout
unidentifiedflying

objectsbut I shouldimaginethat
sucha

conference
wouldbe very

likelast
Thursday's sessionof the

NationalCrimes CommissionCon-
ferencein the Senatechamber.

The
resemblancederivesfrom the fact

thatone wouldexpecta
conference

on
UFOsto devotea greatdealof

discussion

to
whether

or not suchthingsexistandto
what,if theydo exist,theymightproveto
be.

It cameas a
surprise

to hearso many
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speakers,an
overwhelming majorityon

Thursday,talkingabout "organisedcrime"
as thoughone couldnot be all thatsure

whatit was or whatit lookedlikeor
whetherone couldbelieveanyonewho said
thathe had seensome.

Thiswasa
surprise

forme
because

I had
believedthe PrimeMinisterand the At-
torney-General

when they had soundedas
sureof the

existence

of oodlesof
organised

crimeas the Popeis of the
existence

of
God.

The
Honourable

Mr Sam Doumany, the
Attorney-General

of Queensland,was the
firstto sounda

sceptical
notewhenhe

blameda lot of the "panic"aboutor-
ganisedcrimeon "thefervourof

journalists

lookingfor an even bigger headline".

Mr
Doumany,

a largeand bluffand
generallyvery

Queenslandish

personand a
man blessedwith Godfatherish features

whichgavehis
utterances

on suchthings

an added
credibility,

was not at all sure

thata newbodyshouldbe formedandwas
one of severalspeakerswho tookthe view
thatif therewasenoughlootto be spent

on the
formation

of a newbodythenthat
lootshouldbe spenton

existingState police

forcesto makethem
wonderfulenoughto

be ableto copewithcrimein allits
guises.
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He notedthatit was saidthatState
policeforces"lackmen of

appropriate

intellectualcapacity"(surelyhe was not
speaking

of thepoliceof hisownState,who
are renownedfor theircerebral approach

to theirwork)in whichcaseletthemoney

be usedto providesome.

The Chief
Commissioner

for Policein
Victoria,

Mr
Miller,ownedup to thefact

thathe had somepersonal

as wellas
professional knowledgeof ordinary,"un-
structured"

crimebecausehe was himself

one of the half million Australianvictims

of crimein thepastyearin thathisown
househad been burgled.

Thismusthavecausedsome
sniggering

in the
underworld.

For a ChiefCom-
missioner

of Policeto havehis house
burgled

is a littlelikean
archbishop having

his housestruckby
lightning.

Mr Millerwas anotherwho was not at

all surethat
"organisedcrime"was a

species
in itsown right.He

thoughtthat
it was "an extensionof

unstructured

crime"of whichtherewas,he said
ruefully,

far too much.

Why,he said,it was
scarcely

safeto
walkthe

streets
of our citiesand to enter

a bankor a
building society

wasto runthe
riskof

findingoneself
"inthemiddleof an

armedrobbery".Thesethingswerein ||
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Ian
Warden, centre right, haggles withUS AirForceofficials

overthecostof
hiring

a B-52bomber withwhichto tryto
eradicate

the
pampas grassfromhis

garden.

||
themselves"shockingerosionsof the civil

libertiesof ordinarypeople".

Therewas a
refreshingincidenceof

concernedreferences

to the waysin which

the proposed CrimesCommissionmight
infringeour civilliberties.

The
ultrasmooth

Mr PaulLanda,the
NSW

Attorney-General

and, like his Pre-
mier,one of the Barry Manilows

of Aus-
tralianpolitics,warnedthat "oncecivil
liberties

are
surrendered

theyare seldom
regained".

Yes,therenowseemsto be littlehope

thatthe commonpeoplewilleverregain
theirrightnot to votein

parliamentary

electionsin Australia.
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Australia,anotherwho was concerned

aboutwhichcivil libertiesmighthaveto
be yieldedto any CrimesCommission,

offeredus the
spine-chillingpossibility

of
a

society
in which"MrSmithis

walking,

whistling,

downthe streetand is takenin
and madeto barehis soul".

Yes,I supposethiswouldbe un-
reasonableunless,of course,Mr Smithwas
whistlingSlim Dusty'sGreatestHits or
'DayTripTo Bangor'or CliffRichard's

ghastlyversionof 'O LittleTownof Beth-

lehem'in whichcaseonewouldliketo see
Mr Smithnot onlytakenin but com-
prehensively roughedup as well.

Oneof theveryfewpeoplewho
claimed

to haveany finiteknowledgeof
organised

crimewas SenatorDon Chippwho,with

his usualShock!Horror!Crisis!approach

to
whatever

he
discussesdepartedfromthe

hitherto rather
dispassionate

tone of debate

(so
superior

to the usualtoneemittedin
the Senatechamber)to cluckaboutthe
greatand

underestimated "magnitudeof
the problem".

"Itsprofits[organisedcrime's]are said
to be between$500 millionand $700
milliona year,"he toldus,

appalled.

Elsewherein the chamber Professor

GordonHawkins,a
professor

of crimi-
nologywho had spentquitesometimeon
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ABCradio earlier
in theweeksayingthat

such
calculations

werewildand sillyesti-
mates,shookhis wiseold headin mute,

amuseddissent.SenatorChippwas claim-

ingto haveseenUFOswithhisowneyes

but
ProfessorHawkinsseemeddisposedto

suspendbelieftillhe had seenthem
himself.

Whileon the
subject

of UFOsI think

thatthereis a
rationalexplanation

for the

rash of alleged"sightings"

over eastern
Australia

in recentweekswhichhasputthe
subjecton

everybody's

lips.
The most

plausible explanation

thatI
haveeverheardfor anyone'sreadinessto
believein

something

so
palpablydaftis

thatthisis a formof
messianism

or
chiliasm

in which peoplegivein to their

consciousor
unconscious desirefor some

one withsuperiorintelligence

to cometo
theworldandsortit outandmakeit A
BetterPlace.

That
Australiashouldsuddenlybe a

focusof so many
"sightings"

is
nothing

but
a

manifestation

of a
widespread

and com-
pletelyunderstandable

desireamongcom-
mon Australiansthat superior beings
shouldinterveneto deliverus fromthe
Hawke Government.

WhileI sharethisdesire, fervently,

I am
not so

superstitious

as to expectGod or
Martians

to do it.Norcanoneevenplace
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one'sfaithin theCIAin thisinstance

(as
onedidin 1975)sincetherecanbe no
earthlyreasonwhy the Americanswould
want to

destabilise

an
Australiangovern-

mentwhichis, underMr Hawke,as fawn-

ing and loyal towardsthe United Statesas
Tontowasto theLoneRangeror

Trigger


